
Our mission at the bridge Presbyterian Church is to 
help people  

Connect with God’s people in your life 
Connect with God’s purpose in your life 
Connect with God’s passion for your life 

  

  Sun.   May  24 –  10:00 am  - Sunday Services via FB live and Zoom 

  Mon.   May  25  -    Memorial Day - - Office Closed 

497 Olde Waterford Way, Ste 205 

Leland, NC 28451       910-769-4951 

thebridgepres@gmail.com 

Thebridgepres.org 

Facebook Live  and Zoom   

FB LIVE and Zoom  - Wed. at 12:30                          

          Sunday 10:00 am—Worship -FB Live  

Zoom - 9:25 - 9:55  

if you have not been receiving invite to Zoom - email Wanda at 

thebridgpres@gmail.com. She will add you to the list.  

Also look for login in info on Friday’s Liturgy email 



Worship Weekly 

The bridge Core Habits    
What does a disciple of Jesus Christ look like at the bridge? Our core habits answer that question. Our core 

habits are:     
Pray daily  - Worship together weekly  -  Welcome & Include everyone -  Belong to a small group -  

Give generously  -  Cherish children  - 
Forgive & reconcile continually  -  Serve our community  

Title: Don't Waste It 
Text: Mark 1: 9 - 11; Romans 8: 12 - 39 
Questions:  
 
 In the sermon, Dr Doug took everyone on a journey through a series of messages. Today we will 
study those messages. 
 
 

MESSAGE ONE: “Don’t Waste It.” 
• In the movie Field of Dreams, Ray Cansella hears a mysterious voice telling him: “If you build it, 

they will come.” Have you ever heard the still, small voice of the Lord telling you something? If so, 
what? What are the ‘checks and balances’ we Presbyterians use to figure out whether or not those 
voices truly are from the Lord? 

  
• Take a few moments and reflect on the past 8 – 10 weeks. Then ask yourself or discuss in your 

small group these questions: 
 

 What have I learned from all this? 
 How have I been changed? 
 How am I better? 
 What has Jesus been revealing to me? 
 How have I drawn closer to the Lord? 
 Do you think it is wise not to squander this time of trial and hardship, but instead, con-

sider that the Lord may be doing a new thing in your life? 
 
  

MESSAGE TWO: “We belong to God.” 
 

Read Mark 1; 9 – 11: When Jesus emerged from the waters of the Jordan, he heard the Lord say: “You 
are my beloved.” What does it mean for us to claim that we God’s beloved? What does it say to you 
about our God, that God wants us to consider that we are the beloved of God? Why is it so hard to ac-
cept the fact that God loves us and has adopted us as children into the household of God? 
 
Read Rom. 8:14-16. A father used to play with his adopted son. "Who do you belong to?" he would 
ask. Even before the baby could do much talking, he would smile trustingly and roll his big blue eyes up 
toward Dad. 
 

 How is our relationship toward God like that of adopted sons and daughters, and how 
is it different? 

  
•  “We belong to God,” comes from a Brief Statement of Faith. One passage to which the framers of 

"A Brief Statement" draw upon is Romans 8: 35- 39. Obviously, the church to which Paul was writ-
ing was expecting persecution to the death, something most of us are unlikely to face. Yet, our faith 
is being tested right now. Go over Paul ' s list and then list a few of the challenges that make it most 
difficult for a person to be a real Christian in our unsettling times. 

 

 



MESSAGE 3: “God works for good.” 
 
 

Read Romans 8: 28 – 30: During the season of COVID 19, it may be harder for some of us to 
believe that God is working for good in our lives; our church; our world. 
 
• Share with the group ways in which you see God, in Christ, by the power of the Holy Spirit 

working for good: 

         - In your life? 

    - In our church? 

     - In our world? 
   

• What does it mean in verse 29 when Paul writes, “For those whom he foreknew he also pre-
destined to be conformed to the image of his Son?” How are you being conformed into the im-
age of the Son during these unsettling times? 

  
• We know that ‘God is working for good’ in our world and in our lives because ‘we belong to 

God’ – as children of God. Therefore, we ought not to waste these moments when God is at 
work testing, challenging, changing, healing, redeeming, and making new! 

 

                 - What are one or two things you will do differently in your weekly 
routine to draw closer to the Lord and prevent you from squandering this challeng-
ing but unique time? 
 

                - How might the affirmation that “We belong to God,” change your out-
look and weekly routine going forward? 

 
• Knowing that God is ‘working for good’ in the world is a call to join Jesus in his mission to ex-

tend the Kingdom of God on earth. What are some ways you and us (at the bridge) can en-
gage in local mission work in compassionate, yet responsible ways? Please share any ideas 
with elder Patti Pirher: ppirher@gmail.com 

 

Regathering at the bridge 

 

Services on-line are now a fact of our bridge church life and will continue.  Covenant partners have 
also expressed the desire to gather either outdoors or in our sanctuary.  Session will be creating a 
bridge regathering plan which we hope will allow us to come together in community both virtually 
and physically for meaningful worship experiences and staying connecting through our other minis-
tries. Using guidelines from the CDC and our Coastal Carolina Presbytery, the Disaster Recovery 
Team is putting together some goals and recommendations for creating a safe environment for physi-
cal worship and continuation of our missions.  As you can imagine, many questions have been raised 
and need to be answered.  Progress and decisions will be shared with you.  We ask for your pa-
tience, support, and prayers as we take steps along this new path. 

mailto:ppirher@gmail.com


Hi bridge friends, 
 
It takes patience and love to be an "online" worshiper but we see you and we hear you out there on Zoom and 
Facebook, trying your best to stay connected with us, even when there are glitches.   
 
 Unfortunately, even when things are working great on our end, we can still have glitches on public sites such as 
Facebook and Zoom that are out of our control.  This past Sunday's Zoom connectivity problems were nation-
wide. We were streaming fine on Facebook and then the live stream dropped on FB’s end.  Thankfully, our new 
AV consultant was able to get us back up on FB very quickly.  These 3rd party site issues  mean “live stream” is 
more problematic than a pre-recorded video but worshiping together at the same time is a connective worship 
opportunity that may just be worth the occasional problem.  Please be assured, we will do everything we can  to 
worship together with you on Sundays and we appreciate your staying with us until we are back together in the 
worship center.   
    
We are so thankful to have Rick Griffin, with Pro-AV Services consulting and operating our audio/ visual sys-
tems for the next few weeks along with our own camera specialist, Wayne Myers.   
 
Thanks to Rick, Wayne, Dave Bohn and Lisa Myers, we've successfully installed the equipment and software to 
produce a better quality live stream video.  In the next few weeks we will be: 
 

•  installing our new Midas M32 Live digital mixer,  to improve our sound quality during live- stream but 
also when we come back together in the worship center.   

 

• Upgrading to ProPresenter 7. Soon, you will enjoy seeing the graphics, song lyrics, and liturgy on your 
screen just as if  you were at The bridge.  You won’t have to print pages out to follow along with the ser-
vice.   

 

• Setting up Restream .IO and Youtube for more ways to access the video by just clicking on a link either 
in an email, or on the website.  You will be able to share the worship service with your friends and relatives 
wherever they live.  

 

• Training operators and volunteers to help on Sundays.      
 
With our new live-streaming technology, we are meeting people that are visiting us, from all over.  They are 
hearing the "good news" and learning about The bridge.   We were made for these times!   
 
If you have an interest in participating in either Media/ Graphics or Audio Visual training,  your church NEEDS 
YOU!! Email me:  patty.lyerly@gmail.com or call me at 910-795-3403.   
 
A big thanks to my fellow team members:   AV:  Lisa Myers, Dave Bohn, Kathy Dixon, and our Media Graphics 
Team:  Kathy Dixon, Jim Bath, Romie Holmes, Sarah Knoll, and Paul Rupprecht. A big thanks to Eric Peterson 
and Wayne Myers for sharing their expertise and helping us with our technology.   
Stay tuned and stay hopeful!! 
 
Patty Lyerly 
The bridge Presbyterian Church 
Director of Music 

bridge "Notes" from Patty  



Pray Daily 

 

Prayers for: 

 

• Wayne Armstrong, procedure to place a stent in his leg on 5/18; prayers for Wayne and 
Lora as he recovers at home.  

• Karen, surgery for thyroid cancer on May 14 (friend of Lisa Myers). 

• Richard Cantin, recovering from radiation treatments to his salivary glands; prayers for 
healing and strength for Richard and Marie  

• Tom Broadwater, recovering from Rocky Mt. Spotted Fever 

 

Joys: 

 

• Elizabeth Marisa Vernon, granddaughter of Marilyn and John Vernon, born on May 8, 
2020 in Raleigh. She joins 15-month- old brother Tim at home in Wake Forest.  

 

Note: Names in parentheses indicate those who made the prayer request. 



Making a Prayer Request at the bridge 

 

The Prayer and Care Ministry Team at the bridge welcomes and encourages your prayer requests 
for healing, sympathy, and celebration. We recently streamlined our prayer request process to en-
sure we and our congregation are praying for and celebrating with you. 

 

To make a prayer request: 

Contact the church by email at thebridgepres@gmail.com or by phone at 910-769-4951. You may 
also email or call Marilyn Vernon at marilyn.vernon2@gmail.com (301) 908-8704) or Ethel Adams 
at girls4sling@gmail.com (910) 383-3451.  

 
Information we need: 

When making a request, identify the name of the person for whom you are 
requesting prayers (first name only is fine) and the specific reason or nature 
of the prayer request. Be sure to include your name. We will use your wording 
to describe the request in Currents, unless you prefer that it not be included 
there.  

 
Prayer request list and Currents timeframe:  

Once you make a request, it will be forwarded to the Prayer and Care ministry 
team and added to the bridge Prayer List. The request will be included on 
both the bridge prayer list and in Currents for two weeks. If you wish to ex-
tend your prayer request beyond that time for an additional two weeks, simply 
notify the church or contact Marilyn Vernon or Ethel Adams.   

 
Have a question?  Contact anyone on the Prayer and Care Ministry Team:  Ethel Adams, Susan 
Stanewick, Clyde Queen, Arleen Godshall, Mary Ellen Cole, Bettye Donovan, Cathy Purves, and 

Marilyn Vernon, Team Elder.  

Cherish Children 

During this time, it is important to stay connected to each other and to God. Because we are unable 
to connect in person, the Children and Families Ministry team will do our best to keep up our 
"normal" Sunday morning routine of having a "lesson" with activities and crafts that go along with 
Dr. Doug's sermons. Families, please check your email for activities, lesson ideas, and other re-
sources from Elizabeth Murray. Please email Elizabeth at efmurray1975@gmail.com if you are not 
getting the resources and would like to.  

mailto:thebridgepres@gmail.com
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The bridge Presbyterian Church  

Congratulates the following Graduates and their 

families. 

We'd love to recognize your 2020 graduate too: from elementary school to graduate school! 

 Please send their name, school, degree or accomplishment, and relationship to you  

to thebridgepres@gmail.com. 

Katie Knowles, granddaughter of Ken and Mary Campbell,  has graduated from ECU.  

 She still needs to do an internship, and will be doing that with Special Olympics near 
her home in Raleigh.  

Alex Mark, grandson of Gary and Kathy Westphal, graduating from Temple University 
with a BA in Mathematical Economics and Global Studies.  

 He will be attending UCLA Law School this fall.  

George W. Wells, IV, grandson of Linda and George Wells will graduate June 1 from 
Spring Valley High School in Columbia, SC.   
 
He plans to attend Brevard Collage in the fall. 



This weeks offering is $ 3,195 

A you continue to give generously  during this time, you can  mail you pledges to 497 Olde 

Waterford Way, Suite 205, Leland, NC 28451 or set up direct payment where your bank 

will mail a check. It is very easy to set up and if you have any questions or need help, one of 

the generosity team members will be glad to talk to you. Just let Wanda know. 

Give Generously 

Serve Our Community 

UPRECO - the Sheppard and Lapsley Presbyterian University of the Congo 

Our featured Sustainable Mission Partner for May is UPRECO, the Sheppard and Lapsley 
Presbyterian University of the Congo.  Their mission is to educate leaders for the Congolese 
Church and nation as pastors, educators, lawyers, computer technicians, and agronomists, 
in a Christian environment.  Just $300 provides one year of college.  Our goal is to support 
women students and faculty with financial resources to nurture the well-being and rights of 
women in the Congo. If you feel called to make a donation of any amount to this global mis-
sion, please make your check out to the bridge Presbyterian Church,  with UPRECO on the 
memo line, and send to497 Olde Waterford Way, Ste. 205, Leland , NC 28451.  

Looking for something useful and productive to do as the country begins to reopen from the virus lock-
down?  BFA has announced a volunteer opportunity to assist the homebound elderly, the medically 
disabled, and those without a means of transportation.  
 
Neighbor to Neighbor is a non-profit which provides free transportation throughout Brunswick County 
to doctor’s offices, grocery stores, beauty parlors, errands or to churches.  They also deliver food, sup-
plies and medicine.  It matches volunteer drivers with the home bound for assistance with basic trans-
portation concerns. Neighbor to Neighbor needs volunteers to assist with these services. There is an 
easy process to sign up and be vetted as a volunteer.  There is a short application online 
at RideN2N.org/Covid-19 .   
  
Print it out, fill in the information, then shoot a photo of it with a cell phone.  Send the application to 
BFA by text or email.  There will be a background check background check and a short orienta-
tion.  Software will match the volunteer with a client based on the volunteer’s availability (which is very 
flexible…based on their schedule), proximity to the homebound individual, and the need..    
  
If you know of folks who could benefit from this program or you would like to volunteer,  please visit the 
website at RideN2N.org,  or call Marty Cooke, NC Volunteer Coordinator at 910-393-7643 or 910-279-
0003. Neighbor to Neighbor partners with Brunswick Family Assistance and Brunswick Senior Re-
sources.  
 
As soon as Brunswick Family Assistance resumes normal operations or volunteer opportunities arise, 
volunteers will be notified by email.  

http://riden2n.org/Covid-19


Misc.  Announcements 

The bridge Cookbook 

 

The Hospitality Team is excited to announce its plans to publish our first Bridge Presbyterian 

Church cookbook!  With your help we hope to have it available for purchase between the Thanksgiv-

ing and Christmas holidays, 2020.   Profits from this project will go to support two of our sustainable 

mission partners, Hope Harbor House and New Hope Clinic.   Both missions are centered in Bruns-

wick County and offer programs to either victims of domestic violence and their families or provide 

quality medical, dental and pharmacy services to low income and the uninsured. 

 Our cookbook will be dedicated to the memory of Ann Batten who passed away in February 

of this year.  Ann and her husband, Virgil, joined the Bridge Presbyterian Church in the fall of 2017.  

Ann was actively involved in the Women of the Bridge and was instrumental in getting us thinking 

about publishing a cookbook.  However, the cookbook committee did not get up and running until 

the month following her sudden death.  We will miss her guidance as we work on this project, but 

the Batten Family has promised to submit many of her favorite recipes for us to enjoy. 

 So here is where each of you comes in!  We are asking each of you to share some of your 

favorite recipes and submit them for entry in our cookbook.  The heart of a great cookbook is great 

recipes, so it is important that we include recipes from as many contributors as possible.  If you 

know of other relatives or friends who are good cooks please invite them to share their favorite reci-

pes with us, as well.  Being a small church, we would encourage you not to limit the number of reci-

pes you submit.  You are encouraged to share around 10 -12 recipes each so that all our categories 

and subcategories include a wide range of deliciousness! 

 There will be three ways for you to submit your recipes.  One way is to use the U-Type It 

Online feature of Cookbook Publishers.  (Further information will be forthcoming with directions for 

you to follow to get on their website to type your recipes directly into our account.)  For those that 

prefer not to type your own recipes on-line the committee is setting up a basket outside the office 

doors at the church for you to drop off your submitted recipes or you can take a photo/copy of your 

recipes and send them  directly to kathywestphal16@gmail.com.  Our committee will be happy to do 

the typing for you! 

 So, while we spend more time at home due to Covid-19, please consider spending time look-

ing through your file boxes, scribbled recipe notes or organized folders of your family favorites and 

decide on the ones you most wish to share with your church family and friends.   

Your Cookbook Committee, 

Kathy Westphal, chair 

Cathy Wilson 

 Sharon Wingert 

Joyce Roberts 

Mary Campbell    *** instructions on submissions following 

mailto:kathywestphal16@gmail.com


U-TYPE IT ON-LINE DIRECTIONS FOR COOKBOOK RECIPES 

 

• Go to cookbookpuslishers.com 

• Scroll down & click on green button that says U-Type It Online. 

• Login information:  Login Box:  bridgepresby 

                                    Password: 497waterford 

• On next screen, click green edit button. 

• Click on recipe box icon. 

• You should now be in section for adding recipes.  Click on orange box at top “Add a Recipe”.  

Don’t do anything with recipe status at this time.  Leave it set to Data Entry. 

• Choose a category and a subcategory for your recipe from the drop- down box. 

• Type in recipe title, using capital letters for all important words.  

• Subtitle box:  If you are submitting a Bridge Cookoff Recipe please state:  Church Cookoff Reci-

pe (or Winner) in this box. 

• Type in your name, double checking spelling! 

• You can open boxes on right for Common Abbreviations and Special Characters (i.e. degree 

symbol).  Use abbreviations for consistency. 

•  List ingredients, only 1 per line.  Use the + box to add more boxes for more ingredients. 

•  Type instructions in paragraph form.  Type “Note:” at the end of paragraph if there is something 

special to say about this recipe or for clarification.  We may or may not include the notes in the 

final cookbook, depending on cost or how many we get. 

•  Preview recipe.  If you find an error, please go back to where you typed in the ingredients/

directions and make changes. 

•  Must hit SAVE!!!  or SAVE & ADD ANOTHER RECIPE!!!  or we will lose your recipe! 

 

Please note that you must spell out the word “and”.  This program does not recognize the & symbol. 



Karen Santone 8 

Dana Erbe 11 

Clyde Queen 11 

Lydia Stevens 17 

Greer Broadwater 19 

Kerrin Polaski 20 

Don Ullum 21 

Page Humphreys 24 

Marilyn Vernon 24 

Ethel Adams 27 

Patricia Shaffar 29 

Celebrating Birthdays at the bridge   -    May 

From New Hope Clinic 



The session met for its regular stated meeting via Zoom at 9AM.   
Doug Cushing opened with prayer and led devotion. Minutes were approved.  
Pastor’s report: Discussion revolved around a U-tube video titled: Church in this VUCA world 
(volatile, uncertain, complex, and ambiguous) Thinking ahead:  How can we re-imagine the path-
ways/sequence of steps to growth for the church of 2022?   
Session will consider input from Ed Weihs, Disaster Recovery elder along with guidance from PCU-
SA if and when offices might open and onsite worship resume. Nothing will be considered prior to 
May18.   
 
Disaster Recovery: Ed Weihs, VOAD meeting, May 5, 2020.  Hurricane season will involve county 
emergency services preparation.   
 
Family Ministry:  Elizabeth Murray, VBS planning is in a holding pattern.  Awaiting any guidance from 
Presbytery and camp plans for summer 2020.   
 
Generosity: Bill Harwell, Financial update; budget and YTD income and expense reports were dis-
tributed online. The bridge was approved for a Payment Protection Program loan of $24,600 under 
the auspices of the SBA government program. Upon receipt of funds we will apply for transition to 
grant status (must be accomplished within 8 weeks) If the grant is not approved, the bridge will pay 
back at a rate of 1%.  A special note of appreciation goes to First Bank in assisting us in accomplish-
ing this. Bill will provide information for Currents inclusion. Action:  Generosity team recommended 
that an amount initially $5,000 and then amended by motion to increase up to $10,000-unanimous 
approval- for a line of credit to the worship/A-V team to use for equipment and consulting fees in its 
effort to update the church online streaming abilities.  
 
Hospitality:  Fran Rumpf :  Zoom meeting will take place next week.  Plans to roll out cookbook with 
goal of completion for holiday sales 
 
Long Term Planning:  Charlie Riddle, Action:  Charlie made a motion with second by Ed to approve 
the following composition of the Personnel team.  Unanimous approval.  Team is Lynne Lewis, Eliza-
beth Murray, Luana Queen, Charles Riddle, elder and Steve Wingert.  This team will be reconsid-
ered and approved annually. 
 
Missions: UPRECO will be the featured mission for May.  Missions team is looking for a presence in 
the schools and has contacted CIS. 
 
Prayer and Care: Marilyn provided a review of the new plan instituted by P&C to streamline prayer 
requests. This is an effort to simplify and make available within HIPPA guidelines 
 
Small Groups:  Julie Shackleton, Men’s prayer group is working well on ZOOM platform.  Some facil-
itators may need assistance in setting one up.  Julie requested some instructional assistance from 
Wanda in the use of ZOOM by facilitators.  
 
Worship: Cathy Boettcher, Cathy extended appreciation to Doug, Wanda and Patty for all their ef-
forts in getting the bridge online, keeping folks informed and making church service accessible in 
spite of the lack of equipment and expertise.  Action:  Cathy Boettcher presented a proposal from the 
A-V/Worship team to contract with Pro AV Services LLC to update the audio/video streaming and 
recording system at the bridge.  Generosity has approved funds required.   The session unanimously 
approved the recommendation and A-V team will proceed.  Appreciation extended to members of the 
team who have worked tirelessly in the past weeks to get the streaming services updated in the right 
way ASAP. In addition to elder Boettcher it would include, Dave Bohn, Patty Lyerly and Lisa Myers. 
 
The next regular session meeting will take place June 3 at 4PM. 

Session Meeting Summary, May 4, 2020  
from Clerk of Session Susan Stanewick 


